
A devotional resource with daily reflections on ELCA World Hunger



FOREWORD
Walter Brueggemann wrote in his poem titled, “We will not keep silent”:

We are people who must sing you, for the sake of our very lives.

You are a God who must be sung by us, for the sake of your majesty and honor. And so, we thank you, 
for the lyrics that push past our reasons, for melodies that break open our givens, for cadences that 
locate us home, beyond all our safe places, for tones and tunes that open our lives beyond control and 
our futures beyond despair.

We thank you for the long parade of mothers and fathers who have sung you deep and true; we thank 
you for the good company of artists, poets, musicians, cantors, and instruments that sing for us and 
with us, toward you.

We are witnesses to your mercy and splendor; we will not keep silent ... ever again. Amen.

We have a song of thankfulness that God intends for us to sing: Singing this song with 
the melodies of our lives, the harmonies of our neighborly service to the stranger, and the 
imperfect beats that mold so tenderly together, allowing us to never keep our thanks silent, but 
to live it out daily.

Providing voice to the needs of our neighbors who are hungry is what ELCA World Hunger’s 
40 Days of Giving is all about. This resource provides devotions, reflections, prayers and poems 
to encourage you in your call to action – call to action to create a world in which all are fed and 
none go hungry.

These are songs that need to be sung, never to be held silent. How are you singing a song of 
thankfulness in your life?

God grant you grace in your Lenten pilgrimage! 

THE REV. KEVIN L. STRICKLAND
Pastor Kevin serves as assistant to the presiding bishop/executive for worship for the ELCA.
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ASH WEDNESDAY• 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

Everywhere I go, people think I’m naïve and a little out of touch, because I believe 
it is possible to end poverty and hunger and that our faith and church can make 
a difference so that all are fed. In a world where hunger is not caused by scarcity 
but by inequality, I cling to that belief because of my faith in the grace of God. 

As people of faith, we actively believe in something that others consider 
impossible. We believe in Jesus Christ — God made flesh — who died and then 
rose again for the sake of the world. My faith in the “impossible” life of Christ 
and hope for what is yet to come encourages me that an end to hunger is not only 
possible, but doable. 

Ash Wednesday is a day when we are reminded of our humanity and are invited 
to wander and risk as Christ begins the journey to the cross. In the face of 
uncertainty and the wandering of Lent, our hope remains in the promise of the 
resurrection and the abundance of God.

This Lent, let us commit ourselves in every way and embrace the belief that it  
is possible to end poverty and hunger. God has created each of us for such a time 
as this and such a task as ending hunger. Thank you for all that you do to combat 
poverty and hunger already and thank you for all we will do together in  
the future.

MIKKA MCCRACKEN
Mikka serves as director for planning and engagement for ELCA World Hunger. 
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Matthew 6:6-21

“The Lord be with you” is one of the oldest phrases of common liturgy in 
Christian worship.  In a way, it is a mission statement of the incarnation. God’s 
desire to be with us in love takes God in Jesus to places of wealth and poverty, to 
dine with the powerful and the oppressed, and perhaps inevitably to be with the 
condemned, the humiliated and the abandoned.  

Our congregation packs “daily food” in quart-sized bags. These are bags of snacks 
and a drink that folks can have in their car and hand to people who are on street 
corners asking for assistance. In the bag is a kid-drawn picture with a message. 
Often visible through the bag are the words: “The Lord be with you.” The replies 
from recipients of the bag who notice the message vary – “thanks,” “amen,” “He is” 
– but sometimes one will say “and also with you,” or “and with your spirit.” What 
if our understanding of God’s presence with us is spoken from one who rests 
behind a sign that says “hungry”? What if it were brought by one who is tired, 
homeless, cast out, abandoned? In Jesus it is! The Lord be with you.

THE REV. DAN RIFT
Pastor Dan serves as director for ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeals.
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Isaiah 58:10

For many of us who live in this country, hunger is not our reality, and we 
have ample food every day. That is not true for people who live in poverty 
in our country, and it is not true for millions of people around the world. 
This problem of hunger is particularly devastating for children and their 
mothers. At times, the numbers can seem overwhelming, and yet we have 
hope in a God who gives us adequate food in due season. 

It is God who calls to us to be a light to the world. It is not complicated 
really. We need to offer food to those who hunger. Community gardens, 
food pantries, backpacks of food for children over the weekend, summer 
lunch programs for schoolchildren, and meals on wheels can bring light to 
the darkest places. 

Gracious God, open our hearts that we may see the hungry and let us be a 
light shining in the darkness. May your Spirit guide us to share food with 
the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted. Amen.

BISHOP JAMES DUNLOP
Bishop Dunlop serves as bishop for the Lower Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA.
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Matthew 6:11

“You raise corn and feed it to the cattle?” this man from Malawi asked, clearly 
incredulous. A woman from the same community shared how she cooks in 
a fireplace crafted to retain heat while burning with just a few sticks. She 
removes the rice before it’s fully cooked and places it in a pot where the 
cooking process continues without burning up precious resources. I recall my 
last bonfire – lavishly piling on sticks as we sat around simply enjoying the 
ambiance and company.  Such an abundance of resources God has provided, 
but so unevenly shared. 

Give us this day our daily bread. This is not just a prayer that my personal 
needs are satisfied. It means changing how I understand myself in relationship 
to others and feeling unsatisfied until there is daily bread for all of God’s 
creation. Daily bread for those fleeing violence, hunger, devastation; those 
without work and home; those who are born, live and die knowing only deep 
poverty and daily hunger.

Let us pray and let us act: Give us this day our daily bread, that all your 
children may be fed.

CHRISTINA JACKSON-SKELTON
Christina serves as executive director for the Mission Advancement unit of the ELCA.
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Luke 4:1-13

The temptation of Jesus

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in 
the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing 
at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil 
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of 
bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’”

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of 
the world. And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this 
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, 
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’”

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 
for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ and 
‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against 
a stone.’”

Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” When 
the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
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Isaiah 55:6

When Jesus said, “the poor you will always have with you,” it was not a dismissal, but a 
promise, a sacrament.  The poor are where “the Lord may be found.” The most vulnerable 
are God’s presence “while he is near.” Engagement, accompaniment, re-rooting in the 
community is always about seeking the presence of God in the lives and giftedness of our 
neighbors, especially those whose lives are a continual battle with poverty.

Jessica told us her story in the barren, cramped home where she welcomed us in San 
Pedero Sula, Honduras, statistically the most violent city in the world. She told the story of 
what happened to her and her children as they attempted to flee the poverty, violence and 
hopelessness of her country. It was a story of kidnapping, abuse, trauma and ultimately 
deportation. Back in Honduras, she struggles with how she will feed her family every day 
and keep them safe from the nearby gangs. Then she talked about her faith, about a God who 
walks with her, who knows poverty, who will never leave her. “Foxes have holes, birds have 
nests,” she quoted, “but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” Her children made big 
hearts on red construction paper during our conversation. Inside the cards they wrote love 
letters and handed them to us, with hugs, on the way out the door. It was Valentine’s Day.

“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near.”

THE REV. STEPHEN P. BOUMAN
Pastor Stephen serves as executive director for the Congregational and Synodical Mission 
unit of the ELCA.
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Luke 4:4

There’s a whole stack of
Owner’s manuals under
The collection of supersized
Stadium plastic cups
With the schedule printed on them
Televised Twins games at home and away
I revel in the ease of taking one
Out when an appliance
Or the furnace or a toy
Fails spectacularly
Step by step troubleshooting
Assembly and maintenance
Solves the problem 
Soothes my soul

So why can’t my spirituality
Come in a similar form?
Devotional booklets, afternoons and
Early evenings of prayer walks
Laid out, in order, step by step
With instructions printed on 8½ by 11

Cardstock preferably, Times New Roman
Please No Shoes on the Labyrinth 
Even the pedestals wear socks
To protect the surface
So that all may be done
In good order
I couldn’t even start

This afternoon Benny used
The new sweeper/scrubber 
In the Fellowship Hall
Following our chicken ala king 
For three hundred
Working from the outside in
Tighter and tighter circles
Leaving little streaks of clean water
On the square tiled floor
I walk those lines in prayer
Hoping no one reads the instructions
To fix the leaky problem.

THE REV. MELISSA POHLMAN
Pastor Melissa serves as pastor for Community Ministry at Central Lutheran Church in downtown Minneapolis.
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John 13:35

Dear Lord, thank you for your everlasting peace and forgiveness and for loving 
us unconditionally no matter how broken we are. Please help us to live in your 
reflection, shining your love through us not only onto those who are near and 
dear and easy to love, but onto ALL of your precious and beloved people. We 
know that shining your love is a call to action. In your name we will shelter 
the unsheltered, provide safety to those seeking refuge, share food with those 
who hunger, lift the voices of the powerless seeking justice and mercy and 
walk alongside people who feel alone. Through our actions may all experience 
your peace and promise of life made new through Jesus. They will know we are 
Christians … by our love, by our love.

Amen.

JESSICA ARNESON
Jessica serves as co-chair of the ELCA Eastern North Dakota Synod Hunger and Justice 
Committee and seeks to create community as a small-business owner of Red River  
Coffee in Fargo, N.D.



Th
ur

sd
ay

, F
eb

ru
ar

y 
18

, 2
01

6

Matthew 6:11

Give us today our daily bread. This part of our Lord’s Prayer positions us in 
just the right posture – humble, bowed down, hands reaching up to God. “We 
are beggars, this is true,” were reportedly the last words of Martin Luther. Such 
a phrase is appropriate when we come to die – but also on every day before our 
final day. “Give us,” gracious God, because without you we are nothing and we 
have nothing. “Give us today” just one day’s provisions.   Keep us from fussing 
about tomorrow or the day after tomorrow. “Give us today our daily bread.” We 
don’t pass lightly over those tiny pronouns, first-person plural pronouns. Just 
how wide can we stretch this petition? It’s not about “me, myself and mine.” This 
is a “we” petition, not a “me” petition – we cannot stretch the first-person plural 
wide enough.  Whenever we take these words on our lips we plead on behalf of 
everyone who is between the cradle and the grave. We stake our lives on seeking 
the welfare, the full stomachs of all our sisters and brothers across the globe!  
Give us today our daily bread! Amen.

BISHOP LAWRENCE WOHLRABE 
Bishop Wohlrabe serves as bishop for the Northwest Minnesota Synod of the ELCA.
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Isaiah 55:1-2

There is a lack of community in our global society, immersed in this creation that 
seemingly has no boundaries. There is a lack of understanding or even listening 
to the risen Savior’s words about loving one another. When you love another 
human being, it means you see after their very self: their health and wellness, 
their wholeness. It’s sorrowful that Sunday after Sunday, people of faith enter 
into faith communities and churches, partake of what is freely offered at the 
table, and after departing, refuse to do the same for those who are wandering, 
rooted in the streets because that is home. There is no understanding that all of 
this belongs to the Creator, so why wouldn’t we share our food, which likewise is 
birthed in creation, with those who are hungry or forgotten? In faces that I pass, 
I see the withering face of Christ in those who are starving, and I reach into my 
soul so that I, too, can invite them to eat good food.

THE REV. KWAME PITTS
Pastor Kwame serves as interim pastor for Redeemer Lutheran Church in South Holland, Ill.
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Philippians 3:17-4:1

All gifts in life come from God. God lets the sun shine on the good and the evil, the 
rich and the poor, the young and the old. I know God’s gifts are generous and that 
there is enough for everyone.

But it is not easy to trust in God’s generosity. The poverty and despair I see in the 
world today makes me doubt God’s goodness. Too many people go without their 
daily bread and other basic necessities in life.

The Lord’s Prayer teaches us to take the needs of others seriously. It directs us 
toward a life of moderation – enough is all we need. Because we have received 
good things from God, we know we must give of what we have received and 
make sure that everyone has enough. Looking at my own consumption of food, 
services, clothes, fuel, chocolate – is what I am consuming enough, or is it more 
than enough? Is it excessive? And does what I consume mean that someone is not 
getting enough to sustain her life?

MARIA IMMONEN 
Maria serves as director for the Department for World Service at The Lutheran World Federation.
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Luke 13:31-35

The lament over Jerusalem

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, “Get away from here, 
for Herod wants to kill you.” He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, 
I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the 
third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on 
my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is 
left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, 
‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
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Luke 13:31-35

To be hungry during Lent is to be hungry in the midst of the cruel winter sting;
To be hungry during Lent is to hunger for answers and the meaning of things.

To be hungry during Lent is to be hungry outside in the perennial white snow;
To be hungry during Lent is to hunger to know what to change, what to hold.

To be hungry during Lent is to be hungry and lost in a place you don’t belong;
To be hungry during Lent is to hunger for a chance to change what’s wrong.

To be hungry during Lent is to be hungry and forgotten in the morning dew;
To be hungry during Lent is to hunger for the words: always being made new.

To be hungry during Lent is to be hungry on Sunday with hosannas and palms;
To be hungry during Lent is to hunger to give way more than leftovers and alms.

To be hungry during Lent is to be hungry in the night in which he was betrayed;
To be hungry during Lent is to hunger for a call to serve the hopeless and afraid.

To be hungry during Lent is to be hungry, dispensable, an affordable sacrifice;
To be hungry during Lent is to hunger to hear: You. Today. With Me. Paradise.

THE REV. IGNAKI UNZAGA 
Pastor Ignaki serves as pastor at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Passaic, N.J. He also serves 
the larger church as a member of the Synod Council and Executive Committee of the ELCA 
New Jersey Synod and the Transformational Ministry team.
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Proverbs 30:8

A bag of vegetables: a spiritual experience. 

Every Tuesday in the summer and fall, a bright orange reusable grocery bag 
shows up in my cubicle. It’s not just any bag; this bag is full of locally grown fruits 
and vegetables, local cheese or a dozen farm-fresh eggs, and a loaf of bread. I 
generally am excited anytime food is involved, but I am especially excited for 
Tuesdays. Tuesdays signify a connection to my community, the land and my 
family’s agricultural roots. Tuesdays also signify the start of a week filled with a 
daily sliver of sabbath – of brief moments of holy rest. Creating my meals from 
this bag has turned into a favorite spiritual discipline. Using the ingredients to 
their full potential (anyone have suggestions for lemon balm or French tarragon?) 
to nourish my body, challenge my mind and intentionally practice sabbath in the 
midst of busy weeks centers and prepares me for my call. These holy moments 
remind me that nourishing myself physically and spiritually allows me to do the 
work of ELCA World Hunger, working for a world where all are fed.

Creator God, you have inspired me to feed the world. Remind me to feed myself 
and nourish my relationship with you, just as I work to nourish the world. In 
your name I pray, Amen.

JENNIFER SHARRICK 
Jenny is a member of the ELCA Nebraska Synod Hunger Team and is completing her 
master’s degree in public health, focusing on maternal and child health.
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Psalm 145:15-16

I commonly use this psalm as my prayer before meals. While these words remind 
me of the needs of those who are hungry throughout the world, it is not so much 
my hungry neighbors that I need to remember. The psalm reminds me that I, too, 
am a creature. I also am one who depends on God.

We hear news reports of food deserts and emergency food needs. We support 
funding for school nutrition programs and gather canned goods and dollars to 
share with our community food shelves. All those are expressions of our faith 
and our commitment to others, near and far. But when we are reminded of our 
absolute dependence on God, the emphasis shifts from gauging our own response 
to remembering God’s lavish love for every child, every woman and man.

This Lent we are invited to listen carefully for God’s voice in our lives. The 
move from prayer, to recognition of our need for God, to acknowledging our 
relationship with hungry neighbors teaches us to open our hands to ensure that 
all creatures have what they need.

BISHOP PATRICIA LULL 
Bishop Lull serves as bishop for the Saint Paul Area Synod of the ELCA.
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Matthew 14:15-16

In my childhood, it seemed as if every time I watched television I was 
inundated with images of painfully thin African children with swollen 
bellies. Their haunting faces bore the mark of starvation while flies 
crawled over them as though they were already dead. I was looking at 
hopeless, insurmountable death. Inevitably, Sally Struthers or some other 
spokesperson would explain that for pennies a day we could help. We 
could “save the children” she would say as new images of healthy smiling 
children filled the screen. 

Jesus faced hopeless, insurmountable death and rose again for our 
sake. How powerful it is to live with the light of hope and continue to 
answer God’s baptismal call to spread light in this world by “giving them 
something to eat.” How blessed I am to be a part of a church preoccupied 
with feeding the world through ELCA World Hunger!

THE REV. YEHIEL CURRY 
Pastor Yehiel serves at Shekinah Chapel in Riverdale, Ill.
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Jeremiah 29

Many cities, mine included, are often defined by what is going wrong. 
Poverty, violence, foreclosed homes, underfunded schools. This is not 
hyperbole or sensationalism. They reflect the urban reality for many. As 
economically comfortable people of faith, it can have us feeling like a “stranger 
in a strange land.”

These real struggles did not happen by accident. Babylon prospers through 
structures that protect power, divide economies and isolate neighbors. The 
solutions are not simple, but like Jeremiah said, we cannot flee from the 
problems. Instead we are to engage more deeply in the midst of broken places. 
Our presence as God’s people is not to act as saviors or naïve do-gooders; we 
are to be the ones who see the gift that is already present. We seek shalom – a 
marriage of peace and prosperity. And only once the abandoned corners of the 
empire have found their shalom can any of us enjoy the peace and prosperity 
God desires for all.

THE REV. STEVE JERBI
Pastor Steve serves as senior pastor at All People’s Lutheran Church in Milwaukee.
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Luke 6:21 

One child in five in the United States goes to bed hungry every night. In the 
richest nation on the planet, one-fifth of our children – our future – are hungry. 
Not hungry for a bedtime snack or a pre-meal cookie. Malnourished. More 
susceptible to disease. Less likely to stay in school. More likely to be involved 
in the criminal justice system. All because of hunger. All because of unequal 
distribution of the most basic resource – food.

Children are not responsible for the circumstances into which they are born, 
though those circumstances can often make it harder for them to feed themselves 
even when they become adults. They are the ones who suffer most from 
inequality they cannot control. And they deserve a chance.

We can do better. We can raise funds and support programs that feed children. 
And I hope we do. We can send snacks to elementary schools and backpacks of 
food to homes for the weekend. And I hope we do. But we can do more. We can 
advocate for government programs that do not punish children for being poor 
and that support families and give children, both in the United States and abroad, 
an opportunity to grow up healthy and strong.

BISHOP JESSICA CRIST
Bishop Crist serves as bishop for the Montana Synod of the ELCA. 
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Luke 13:1-9

Repent or perish

At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, “Do 
you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse 
sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will 
all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of 
Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the 
others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 
perish just as they did.”

The parable of the barren fig tree

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 
came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! 
For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. 
Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for 
one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next 
year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
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Matthew 26:11

I’m 84 years old.

I wonder how many times over my lifespan I’ve walked into the kitchen and said, 
“Oh, I’m so hungry! I’m starving! What’s for dinner?” Certainly it’s been hundreds 
and hundreds of times.

But have I ever really been hungry? Have I ever really been close to starving? No, 
not even when I was a child during the Great Depression and our large family 
had huge grocery bills that were a constant concern; even then there was never 
a time when there was no food on the table. For most of my life there has always 
been more food than I needed. I’ve been blessed.

You would probably say the same. That’s why we’re expected to share with 
others. The Bible’s fundamental message is more than good news about God’s 
grace and the gift of a Savior. Linked to that good news is the clear requirement 
that if we are blessed, then we are to be a blessing to others. It’s not an option. It’s 
an expectation.

When Jesus said “You always have the poor with you,” (Matthew 26:11) he wasn’t 
implying that we can fold our arms and say, “There’s little I can do.” We are called 
to do what we can. ELCA World Hunger is one good way to respond.

PRESIDING BISHOP EMERITUS HERBERT W. CHILSTROM 

Presiding Bishop Emeritus Chilstrom served as the first presiding bishop of the ELCA.



Tu
es

da
y,

 M
ar

ch
 1

, 2
01

6

John 37-38

On the way to visit a Massai village in the Northern District of the Meru Diocese 
in Tanzania, the road began to disappear. The Land Rover meandered its way 
along the rutted path through the bush. We were clearly on the other side of the 
mountain as we strayed farther and farther north of Mount Meru. It stood in 
such sharp contrast to the highway from the Usa River to Arusha, where there is 
an endless flow of buses and trucks, people and animals. This land is far flung by 
any measure, offering freedom on one hand, scarcity on the other.

As we approached the village where the congregation had prepared a most 
glorious welcome, three children approached the vehicle. The driver looked 
irritated at first and shooed the children from the path of the Land Rover, but as 
he passed he took his own plastic water bottle and flung it over his shoulder and 
the children scrambled for it the way children scramble for candy strewn along 
a parade route. On one hand it was such a modest gesture. On the other hand, 
it provided a most powerful picture of how precious water is to the children of 
this world.

I am thankful for the work of ELCA World Hunger. It is about helping build wells 
where water is most needed and about so much more. It is also about education, 
about advocacy, about working cooperatively with other organizations. Finally, it 
is about believing that all the children of this world are God’s children.

BISHOP JEFF BARROW 

Bishop Barrow serves as bishop for the Greater Milwaukee Synod of the ELCA. 
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Psalm 65:9

VONDA DREES 

Vonda is a member of Living Word Lutheran Church in Katy, Tex., and responds to the Spirit’s 
stirring through art journaling.
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John 14:3

This poem represents the voice of the heart of a 6-year-old child living with HIV and AIDS. 

How beautiful this Toba Lake
Wide and waving
The sound of waves is also very melodious
The air makes me fresh 

Who is the owner of Toba Lake?
And who this creates?
The creator is incredible
Surely, this is the Lord Jesus that Sunday school told me

I wish my mother was still alive, I will be taken there.

Hi little ship, do you want to replace my mother?
I want to be friends with you, take me wading to Toba Lake
So I’d have a wonderful story that I’ll make it be a loyal friend substitute of my mother
When I sleep and when I wake up ...

Hi little ship, don’t you hear my voice?
Am I still less healthy and strong?
It’s not!!! I eat much, drink much and even I am diligently taking medication every day
Look ... my body gains weight, bright eyes, smooth skin, my feet and my hands are strong, beautiful voice.

Ahhh ... little ship
You’re getting away from me
When will you come and pass before me?
Because I want to wait for you here, in this place.

Please ... tell me when you will come.

SISTER NURHAYATI SILALAHI 

Sister Nurhayati serves as executive secretary of the AIDS Committee and as a deaconess 
with the Huria Kristen Batak Protestan in Indonesia.
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Psalm 46:1-3

The northern Gulf Coast is not a place where Lutherans predominate. But when 
our family moved there in 1991 and our neighbors found out I was the new 
Lutheran pastor in town, several said, “Oh, we know the Lutherans!” Then they 
told me about how Lutherans swarmed to the coast in 1969 after Hurricane 
Camille devastated the area. “The Lutherans were the first to get here and the last 
to leave!” It was good to be greeted as a friend and helper.

Fourteen years later, when Hurricane Katrina washed away so much of the 
place that had become home for our family, the Lutherans were there again. 
Across the country, Lutherans committed millions of dollars to the work of 
recovery through ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response. Local 
congregations, with the help of Lutheran Disaster Response, housed, fed and 
directed the work of tens of thousands of volunteers who came to help rebuild 
homes and lives along the coast.

They gave comfort and hope. We met Christ in them, and the raging waters did 
not have the last word.

BISHOP H. JULIAN GORDY 

Bishop Gordy serves as bishop for the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA.
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Proverbs 31:8-9

Poverty is not some original state of nature in which all of humanity began 
and some groups have overcome due to their own hard work and ingenuity. 
Poverty is about lack of power. It is the lived-out reality of the consequences 
of specific decisions and policies – locally, regionally and globally. In this sense, 
it is no coincidence that those segments of humanity suffering from hunger, 
thirst, inadequate health care and more are the very same that hold no voice and 
are marginalized by those who make the decisions. How can we support ELCA 
World Hunger to be a wrench thrown into the cycle of voicelessness, deprivation, 
exclusion and insecurity that defines the lived experience of impoverishment?

“Speak out for those who cannot speak.” Will we allow our voice to drown out the 
cries of the poor and those in need or offer our voice to them as an instrument to 
defend their rights?

CURTIS KLINE 

Curtis is a peace-building and human rights trainer in Colombia as part of the ELCA’s 
missionaries program. 
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Luke 15:11-24

The parable of the prodigal and his brother

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided 
his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had 
and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute 
living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 
country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly 
have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 
anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up 
and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your 
hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him 
and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his 
slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ 
And they began to celebrate.”
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2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10

Now is the time! Dearly beloved, the hope of Jesus Christ crucified and risen is 
not the dream of a future time, it is the promise of now! It is the promise of new 
life in this time and place. How radical it is to tell our people that God is present 
and at work. How radical it is to embrace the hope of new life in the midst of 
suffering and death.

Each week on the streets of St. Paul, Minn., we dare to believe the promises of 
Christ crucified and risen. We dare to hope that our life is not meant to be one 
of suffering and death. We have the audacity to believe that God is at work 
in our midst despite the addictions, the hunger, the mental illness and the 
homelessness. We dare to trust that God is calling us into new life now. I implore 
you to trust and believe that the time is now. 

Now is the acceptable time for God’s work in you and through you.

THE REV. MARGARET MARY KELLY 

Pastor Margaret is an ELCA pastor and social worker serving at Shobi’s Table, a food-truck 
ministry in St. Paul, Minn.
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Luke 13:1-5

In our city, less than half of students graduate from high school. Even good 
students face the reality of education in schools that are ranked among the 
lowest in the state. I was having lunch at the home of a mother from our 
congregation, talking about her son and his plans after high school. I brought 
up the graduation rate to her. “Well,” she said, “if these parents around here 
would get their act together and start taking care of their kids, things would 
be different.”

How quickly we blame the victim of injustice, like the followers of Jesus in 
today’s Gospel. The Galileans were murdered by Pilate because they were 
sinners, right? Jesus redirects the conversation. In telling them to “repent,” 
literally to “turn,” he is urging them to re-orient their way of seeing the world. He 
asks them to stop pointing fingers at each other and look instead at the empire 
and its gruesome acts of repression as the culprit, before they also become the 
victims of violence. We, too, must recognize the lies that blame the victims of 
poverty, and ask the question, “Who is really responsible for this injustice? And 
how can we together build the power to change it?”

THE REV. JOHN CUMMINGS 

Pastor John serves as pastor for Grace in Action in Detroit.
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John 6:35

Hunger. It’s actually something we all experience. We know it when our stomach 
growls at work, while we sit at the computer. The reality is that there are many 
around the world, and in our own country, for whom hunger is far more painful, 
even life-threatening.

I’ve become a big fan, a cheerleader if you will, for ELCA World Hunger. I like the 
work they support here in the United States and around the planet. They work 
with partners and companions to address the root causes of hunger as well as 
provide relief to meet immediate needs.

Jesus is the ultimate satisfier of our hunger as he is the bread of life. I’ve always 
believed that is a very much “here-and-in-the-thick-of-things” satisfaction. In 
other words, I see him as the bread of life in the hands of a young child chomping 
on some whole-wheat bread.

BISHOP JAMES HAZELWOOD 
Bishop Hazelwood serves as bishop for the New England Synod of the ELCA. 
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John 14:10-12

God ...
Is ... 
With ... 
In ... 
Us.

The source of all light and life 
and love, the lifeblood of the 
universe: the one word to one 
chapter to one verse to birth 
heaven and earth, before and 
after, the first breath to stretch 
across a bridge from a dark 
abyss to impart a kiss pressed 
against the empty lips of 
existence: 

God ... 
Is ... 
With ... 
In ... 
Us. 

Beyond the lips, beyond the 
script, beyond description 
of words and worlds; an 
awestruck wonder underneath 
the involuntary movement 
of heart or blood or lungs 
or every secret change 
whispered down the infinite 
ear of mystery: 

God ... 
Is ... 
With ... 
In ... 
Us.

JOE DAVIS
Joe is a spoken-word poet and rapper from Milwaukee. He recently toured in support of 
ELCA World Hunger’s Walk for Water.

“God Is Within Us”
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Matthew 25:35

Providing for those who are displaced sometimes gets lost in this passage, as 
well as lost from our priorities. Governments see the stranger, the immigrant, 
the refugee, as an unwanted problem. Reading Matthew 25 gives the 
impression that Jesus watched the news this morning. Today, 200 million 
people in our world have had to leave home due to war, famine or disaster. 
Governments see hungry, thirsty immigrants as a problem. Jesus invites us to 
see them as a sacred encounter.

“When you helped the least of these, you did it to me.” When we encounter the 
wandering stranger in need, we encounter Jesus. They are sacraments for us, 
to encounter the divine. Want to come face to face with Jesus? Look no further 
than the eyes of the hungry, thirsty immigrant. They are your blessing. You are 
their hope.

BISHOP MIKE RINEHART  
Bishop Rinehart serves as bishop for the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod of the ELCA. 
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Isaiah 43:19

There is no new thing newer than God raising our Lord Jesus Christ from 
the dead on Easter morning! What hope this is for our lives, always under 
construction, and for our world, always being made new. Traveling around the 
ELCA, thanking congregations for their generosity to ELCA World Hunger, I 
visited a congregation whose new carpet for the narthex had been delayed. 
So they wrote their favorite Bible verses all over the concrete! God’s promises 
chosen and shared by God’s people totally transformed that “under construction” 
space. And just imagine that entry when it is complete! Not only will it look 
brand new and beautiful, all who enter to declare God’s praise will do so walking 
in the age-old, everlasting, “I am about to do a new thing” promises of God.
 

THE REV. ROBIN BROWN 
Pastor Robin serves as associate director for ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeals. 
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John 12:1-8

Mary anoints Jesus

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom 
he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, 
and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly 
perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. 
The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of 
his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume 
not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” (He said 
this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept 
the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her 
alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always 
have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”
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Isaiah 43:20(b)

Perhaps water features so prominently in the Bible because much of its drama 
takes place in the desert landscape of one of the world’s most sun-drenched 
regions. Access to clean water could not be taken for granted by biblical authors, 
and thus its imagery features prominently within the biblical narrative. In an era 
of significant climate change in which both droughts and floods have become 
more commonplace, the Bible’s attention to water serves as a contemporary 
reminder that our care for one another begins with care for God’s creation. In our 
baptism, God claims us as God’s own with water. That sacrament reminds the 
community of faith that the very foundation of our lives – spiritual and physical 
– begins with water.

In this season of reflection and spiritual journey, may we fervently pray for life-
giving water, finding ways – as God’s hands and feet in the world – to manage 
our most precious resource well so that all may have access to the water that God, 
in God’s gracious abundance, has provided.

STACY MARTIN 
Stacy serves as chief philanthropy officer for Lutheran Services Florida.
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Mark 12:28-31

It is not enough that we pray for our neighbors – Jesus calls us to love them. 
Loving our neighbor means knowing them, listening to them, accompanying 
them, striving together for the benefit of them, sharing ourselves with them and 
being open to noticing God in them.

ELCA World Hunger equally challenges and provides opportunities for the 
church to do just these things! It is not enough that we pray and give money. 
Jesus calls us to truly engage in loving relationships with those experiencing 
hunger, poverty, loneliness, inequity, oppression and injustice all around 
us. Jesus calls us to love both God and our neighbors. “There is no other 
commandment greater than these.”

SISTER LIZ COLVER 
Sister Liz, an ELCA deaconess, serves as community organizing specialist for the 
Northwest Washington Synod of the ELCA and as a community organizer at The Catacomb 
Churches in Olympia, Wash.



W
ed

ne
sd

ay
, M

ar
ch

 1
6,

 2
01

6

Matthew 13:3-9

Sowing God, I hear this parable and I sigh. I am a hard-worn path. The world is 
rocky ground. Thorns infest even my best intentions. The seeds of life you offer 
bounce off me again and again. I get excited about helping those who hunger and 
hurt, but the passion withers when the going gets tough. Worry-thorns choke 
my concern for others.

But you, O God, make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. In Christ, 
you sow seeds of healing and hope – lavishly, broadly, indiscriminately – all over 
this thin-soil world and in my own hard-worn, rocky, thorn-infested life. Your 
seed of a Son walks the path with us, gathers up what makes it hard and takes 
it to a cross planted in the thin soil of Calvary. In the wonder of your grace, this 
seed rises from the rocky ground of an empty tomb to offer new, abundant and 
lasting life for me and for all.

BISHOP BILL GAFKJEN 
Bishop Gafkjen serves as bishop for the Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the ELCA. 
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1 Thessalonians 5:16-19

For half my ministry I have served globally, most often in places where 
people struggle with various degrees of economic poverty, often surviving 
as subsistence farmers or small merchants. These experiences have helped 
me realize that although my external setting might change, I am never far 
removed or unconnected from people living under the burden of poverty, 
locally and globally.

For that reason, whenever I offer a prayer for a meal, I express thanks for 
hands that have labored in ways seen and unseen for the sake of taking part 
in God’s bounty. This calls to mind those who have grown and produced food, 
transported it, provided for the sale of it, cooked it and served it. It includes 
a grand cast of characters, some of whom themselves are dealing with the 
impact of poverty in their lives.

I also include a petition for those who struggle for their daily bread. I ask that 
we might be moved as Christ’s hands of healing and hope in the world, so that 
no one will go hungry and all will be filled.

Seems simple, but it’s a needed reminder to me of our daily connection to all 
God’s beloved people!

BISHOP JIM GONIA 
Bishop Gonia serves as bishop for the Rocky Mountain Synod of the ELCA. 
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John 12:1-8

This story is a moment when Jesus sees something and someone in the room that 
apparently everyone else has missed, and then he invites Judas Iscariot (and us) to see 
Mary and her act of love and hospitality in a different light. It’s amazing what you can see 
when you’re willing to open your eyes and see things as you’ve never seen them before.

A few years ago, a group of young people had their eyes opened during a “Mission to 
Mexico” and came back telling stories of seeing things they had never seen before – 
people who live without many of the things they had previously taken for granted: a 
home, running water and enough food to eat. Their new way of seeing reminded me of a 
prayer from St. Teresa of Avila, a prayer that reminds us of how we can see the world and 
people through Jesus’ eyes and become the presence of Christ for others. Take a moment 
to pray it now and wonder where God’s Spirit will next open your eyes to see someone in 
a new light, to see the Christ who is already in them and then move you to love and serve 
that person in Christ’s name.

Christ has no body but mine, no hands but mine, no feet but mine.
Mine are the eyes through which we are to see Christ’s compassion for the world.
Mine are the feet with which Christ is to go about doing good.
Mine are the hands with which Christ is to bless now. Amen.

BISHOP MARK W. HOLMERUD 
Bishop Holmerud serves as bishop for the Sierra Pacific Synod of the ELCA. 
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Psalm 34:8

People gather anticipating a good meal, an opportunity to find clothing and a 
time of conversation. The room is buzzing with guests, church members and 
volunteers from other organizations. The sounds of greetings and encouragement 
are lofted on the aroma of good food waiting to be served. It is the third Saturday 
of the month at Bethel Lutheran Church and the Taste and See ministry is in 
full swing. Bethel began this ministry from a grant received from ELCA World 
Hunger. The grant launched what has become an every Saturday meal on 
Chicago’s west side.

Since receiving the grant, Bethel invited three other congregations to join the 
ministry so that there is always a weekend meal available for those who need it. 
Each year more than  5,000 meals are served. Many of the people who come to 
the meal also come to a Tuesday night service at Bethel. Some have also come to 
Sunday worship services. Taste and See is an outreach to the community that 
shares God’s love and welcome.

As you journey this Lenten season, may you consider how your support of ELCA 
World Hunger touches and changes lives in this country and around the world.

THE REV. WYVETTA BULLOCK  
Pastor Wyvetta serves as assistant to the presiding bishop and executive for 
administration for the ELCA. 
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PALM SUNDAY• Luke 19:28-40

Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem

After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount 
of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. 
Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say 
this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So those who were sent departed and found it as he had 
told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you 
untying the colt?” They said, “The Lord needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus; 
and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, 
people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the 
path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began 
to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had 
seen, saying,

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and 
glory in the highest heaven!”

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to 
stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
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Luke 14:12-14

“Have you eaten?” 
This is how Filipinos greet each other. We are ready to attend to the well-being 
of those we meet, literally, saying “let me feed you.”
Inviting people, especially those who are hungry and poor, to a meal as a faith 
community seems to be our normal response to the problem of hunger. It is good, 
and even though a feeding program is very tedious, we love doing it and we like 
it to grow, measuring its success by numbers. Is it still successful when more and 
more people become hungry?
As an immigrant, I struggle with the question of hospitality, of being host and 
guest, in the context of power. How could we be hosts in the midst of exclusion 
and oppression? What does Jesus want me to offer amidst these inequalities?
Sister Joan Chittister writes, “Hospitality means we take people into the space 
that is our lives and our minds and our hearts and our work and our efforts. 
Hospitality is the way we come out of ourselves. It is the first step toward 
dismantling the barriers of the world. Hospitality is the way we turn a prejudiced 
world around, one heart at a time.”
Like Jesus, a good host invites not only because there is hunger but because 
there is exclusion. A good host invites not only because there is food to share but 
because there is power to share. Are we ready to do so?

THE REV. TERESITA (TITA) VALERIANO 

Pastor Teresita is a pastor and mission developer in the San Francisco Bay Area.
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John 12:8

Las iglesias atentas a este texto no se cansan de extender sus brazos y abrazar 
acciones para que las personas empobrecidas tengan los medios de salir de esa 
situación. Esto era lo que Jesús hizo a diario en su ministerio y caminar. En 
reconocimiento a la buena noticia de vida; buena noticia que movió a fe, María 
unta los pies de Jesús con el mejor y más caro de los perfumes y los secó con 
sus cabellos. Servir a las personas empobrecidas y, que generalmente viven en 
hambre y privadas de educación, acceso a salud, trabajo, etc. es una de las formas 
de expandir el perfume a los pies de Jesús. El servicio amoroso que la IELA hace a 
través del programa  “Hambre en el Mundo” es la expresión de una fe profunda. Es 
en fe que muchas mujeres y varones son movidos a la generosidad de compartir, 
seguramente en la esperanza que esa acción pueda contribuir a restaurar la 
dignidad de las personas que sufren hambre.  La alerta de Jesús “a mí no siempre 
me tendrán” invita a renovar la fe y servir para que la vida resurja de todo lo que 
impide vivir con dignidad. ¡Derramemos perfumes caros y de olor grato a Dios, 
hagámoslo siempre en fe!
See the reverse side of this page for the translated devotion.

THE REV. DR. PATRICIA CUYATTI  
Pastor Patricia serves as pastor for the Peruvian Lutheran Evangelical Church and as 
area secretary for Latin America and the Caribbean for The Lutheran World Federation in 
Geneva, Switzerland.



Churches that pay attention to this Scripture are never tired of opening 
their arms and embracing actions that give impoverished people the 
means to leave that situation behind. This is what Jesus did every day in 
his ministry and journey. Recognizing the good news of life in Christ that 
moved to faith, Mary anoints the feet of Jesus with the finest and most 
expensive oils and wipes them with her hair.  Tending to the poor, who 
generally go hungry and are deprived of education, health care, jobs and 
more is a way of spreading the oil on the feet of Jesus. The loving service 
that the ELCA does through ELCA World Hunger is an expression of deep 
faith. It is in faith that many men and women are moved to share with 
generosity, surely in the hopes that those actions can help restore the 
dignity of people that suffer from hunger. The warning that Jesus gave us, 
“You will not always have me,” invites us to renew our faith and to serve 
others so life can once again bloom out of everything that doesn’t let us 
live with dignity. Let us pour expensive oils with a scent pleasing to God; 
let us do it always in faith!

THE REV. DR. PATRICIA CUYATTI  
Pastor Patricia serves as pastor for the Peruvian Lutheran Evangelical Church and as area 
secretary for Latin America and the Caribbean for The Lutheran World Federation  
in Geneva, Switzerland.
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John 13:1b

Since 1988 the ELCA has been involved in ministering to individuals and 
families living with HIV and AIDS. Long before Bono and Oprah made it popular, 
we were walking with communities providing education, prevention and care to 
people living with this disease. Since then, ELCA World Hunger has grown even 
more robust in its scope and services.

One of our stronger companions has been the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania, where an extensive palliative-care program has been developed. It 
was in Tanzania that we came to know Sister Judith, a deaconess serving people 
living with AIDS.

Sister Judith took an ELCA Global Mission staff person to a remote village to 
visit with a mother and her teenage daughter living with AIDS. When the visit 
concluded, Sister Judith asked the mother if she wanted them to pray with 
her. She replied, “Yes, but I want you to pray that my daughter will die first, 
because then, I would have cared for her to the end.” They prayed, and later we 
accompanied her as she buried her daughter. We loved them to the end.

THE REV. RAFAEL MALPICA PADILLA  
Pastor Rafael serves as executive director for the Global Mission unit of the ELCA. 
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We sat in the upper room of a hotel in Manhattan. We had been at the United 
Nations Commission on the Status of Women for several days. After sessions 
on sexual assault, domestic violence, female leadership around the world and 
hundreds of other topics, we found ourselves hungry. Hungry for justice. Hungry 
for safety. Hungry for a word of hope in this world that can sometimes seem 
so very grim. With our minds spinning, we sat together in that room. We broke 
bread, remembered the night that Christ first did this with his disciples and 
joined together in the Lord’s Prayer.

This prayer and breaking of bread did not solve all the ills of the world in the 
blink of an eye. It did not magically stop the sexual assaults of young women on 
college campuses or liberate women from abusive relationships. But this meal 
that we shared together, and the profession of our faith, united us as Christians 
who had worked tirelessly toward these very things. This meal fed the weary 
souls gathered that evening and reminded us that we have an incredible God 
who has sent Jesus Christ as constant nourishment and strength for us along this 
journey. Strength so that we might fight for justice. Strength so that we might 
fight for safety. And strength so that we might keep our eyes, ears and hearts 
open to the constant word of hope that God breathes into our world every day.

JESSIE OBRECHT  
Jessie is a Montana native completing her Master of Divinity degree at the Lutheran School 
of Theology at Chicago.

MAUNDY THURSDAY• Luke 22:19
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GOOD FRIDAY• John 19:28; Revelation 21:6

On the cross Jesus experiences the anguish of human thirst. In his plea for 
something to quench his thirst we can hear the cries of those who today are 
parched from their search for accessible, clean, free water so necessary for life.

We also hear the promise of the Lamb upon the throne in John’s revelations to 
those early Christians being persecuted by the Roman Empire. The vision of 
God’s promised future is of all being given water – a gift not a commodity – 
from the spring of the water of life.

The Rev. Joe Bash used to challenge us to be disciplined to do our 
“eschatological calisthenics” every day. That means as individuals and 
communities of faith to practice living out today God’s promised future. 
One way we do that is together through generous giving, sustainable living, 
advocacy and accompanying global companions to work for a world in which 
no one thirsts. For such a holy calling the crucified and risen Christ frees and 
sends us out together this day.

PRESIDING BISHOP EMERITUS MARK S. HANSON 

Presiding Bishop Emeritus Hanson served as the third presiding bishop of the ELCA.
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Psalm 3:7

As we drove to one of the rural areas in Haiti we saw dozens of kids carrying 
yellow industrial-sized buckets in their little hands. Being the ignorant 
American, I asked our translator, “How long does it usually take for them to get 
water?” “Six hours,” he replied. 

“So when do they go to school?” I asked.

The translator was silent. Finally he said, “The families must decide whether they 
are going to put buckets in their child’s hands or whether they are going to put 
books. They can’t do both.” I was so angry. The psalmist’s words in Psalm 3 began 
to ring out in my mind: “Rise up, O God!” In other words, “God, do something!” I 
then realized that God was telling me the same thing.

Is it God that rises up and brings justice, or is it us? The answer is “yes.” We are 
bound together in this project of healing the planet. St. Teresa of Avila puts it 
this way, “Christ has no body but ours.” God has given us the Holy Spirit to bring 
peace and wholeness to the planet. So, how will you allow the Holy Spirit to rise 
up and work through you today?

DAVE SCHERER 

Dave, also known as AGAPE*, is a hip-hop outreach artist from Minneapolis, Minn.  
Dave recently toured in support of ELCA World Hunger’s Walk for Water.
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EASTER SUNDAY ∙ Luke 22:14-23:56 or 23:1-49

We are on the other side of the first Easter. We’ve grown used to the story of 
the resurrection. The good news brings hope and comfort; it brings freedom 
and joy, but I don’t think it causes terror and amazement. Maybe we are 
missing something. 

The story of the resurrection ends abruptly. Mary Magdalene and Mary, the 
mother of James, came to the tomb to care for the body of their friend and Lord; 
they expected death. Seeing the stone rolled away, they entered the tomb; they 
entered into death. They didn’t find Jesus, instead they saw a young man who 
told them not to be amazed, that Jesus had risen. The same stranger told them 
to tell the disciples and then head to Galilea. Is it any wonder that terror and 
amazement seized them? 

The Greek word for amazement, “éxapsi,” literally means “change of place.” And 
that is what has happened to us and all of creation because of the resurrection. 
Before Easter, we stood in a place of sin and death. After Easter, we stand in a 
place of forgiveness and life. Everything has changed. We are not the same; the 
world is not the same. The deadly but familiar way of the world can no longer 
be counted on. This new reality of forgiveness, life and salvation is and should 
be unsettling; terror and amazement indeed.

The world is turned upside down. It might look the same, but we are standing 
in a different place. Christ is risen, we are risen, hallelujah.

PRESIDING BISHOP ELIZABETH A. EATON 

Bishop Eaton serves as the presiding bishop of the ELCA.
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Luke 24:35

It’s Easter Monday. The glorious words are still ringing in my head and 
heart, “Christ is risen!” “Christ is risen, indeed.” This certainty transforms 
our lives and our world. Luther wrote, “Christ has written the message of the 
resurrection not in books alone but in every leaf of springtime.”

It was in the sharing and breaking of the bread that the disciples recognized 
Jesus for who he really was and is. It is in the sharing and breaking of bread 
that we recognize Jesus in our neighbors. One of my favorite writers about 
bread states, “It isn’t bread until it’s blessed, broken and shared.” What he 
means is that bread comes alive when it is consumed. As the psalmist invites, 
“Taste and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8).

It is truly in the sharing that we recognize Jesus in those around us at the table, 
on the street, in the hospital room, on the bus, in the park and in our homes.

Thank you for making the Lenten trek with us this season. Thank you for 
participating in the challenge to share bread with the world until all are fed. 
God’s richest blessings to you as you continue your journey throughout the 
fifty days of Easter.

THE REV. RONALD T. GLUSENKAMP 

Pastor Ron serves as campaign director for Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the 
ELCA, our church’s first-ever comprehensive campaign.


